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Informed by film theory and a broad historical approach, Fatal Desire examines the theatrical representation
of women in England, from the Restoration to the early eighteenth century?a period when for the first time
female actors could perform in public. Jean I. Marsden maintains that the feminization of serious drama
during this period is tied to the cultural function of theater. Women served as symbols of both domestic and
imperial propriety, and so Marsden links the representation of women on the stage to the social context in
which the plays appeared and to the moral and often political lessons they offered the audience. The witty
heroines of comedies were usually absorbed into the social fabric by marrying similarly lighthearted
gentlemen, but the heroines of tragedy suffered for their sins, real or perceived. That suffering served the
dual purpose of titillating and educating the theater audience. Marsden discusses such plays as William
Wycherley's Plain Dealer (1676), John Vanbrugh's Provoked Wife (1697), Thomas Otway's Orphan (1680),
Thomas Southerne's Fatal Marriage (1694), and William Congreve's Mourning Bride (1697). The author also
addresses tragedies written by three female playwrights, Mary Pix, Catharine Trotter, and Delarivier Manley,
and sketches developments in tragedy during the period.
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From reader reviews:

Thelma Price:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This Fatal Desire: Women, Sexuality, and the English Stage, 1660-1720 book is
readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to
you. The writer involving Fatal Desire: Women, Sexuality, and the English Stage, 1660-1720 content
conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking Fatal Desire: Women, Sexuality, and the English
Stage, 1660-1720 is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Scott Peters:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be
read. Fatal Desire: Women, Sexuality, and the English Stage, 1660-1720 can be your answer since it can be
read by you who have those short time problems.

Deborah Oneal:

This Fatal Desire: Women, Sexuality, and the English Stage, 1660-1720 is brand new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Fatal
Desire: Women, Sexuality, and the English Stage, 1660-1720 can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea!
Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Mike Costello:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Fatal Desire: Women, Sexuality, and the English Stage, 1660-1720



can make you experience more interested to read.
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