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A democracy falters when most of its citizens are uninformed or misinformed, when misinformation affects
political decisions and actions, or when political actors foment misinformation—the state of affairs the
United States faces today, as this timely book makes painfully clear. In Do Facts Matter? Jennifer L.
Hochschild and Katherine Levine Einstein start with Thomas Jefferson’s ideal citizen, who knows and uses
correct information to make policy or political choices. What, then, the authors ask, are the consequences if
citizens are informed but do not act on their knowledge? More serious, what if they do act, but on incorrect
information?

Analyzing the use, nonuse, and misuse of facts in various cases—such as the call to impeach Bill Clinton, the
response to global warming, Clarence Thomas’s appointment to the Supreme Court, the case for invading
Iraq, beliefs about Barack Obama’s birthplace and religion, and the Affordable Care Act—Hochschild and
Einstein argue persuasively that errors of commission (that is, acting on falsehoods) are even more
troublesome than errors of omission. While citizens’ inability or unwillingness to use the facts they know in
their political decision making may be frustrating, their acquisition and use of incorrect “knowledge” pose a
far greater threat to a democratic political system.

Do Facts Matter? looks beyond individual citizens to the role that political elites play in informing,
misinforming, and encouraging or discouraging the use of accurate or mistaken information or beliefs.
Hochschild and Einstein show that if a well-informed electorate remains a crucial component of a successful
democracy, the deliberate concealment of political facts poses its greatest threat.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Strode:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their
can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this specific Do Facts Matter?: Information and
Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) to read.

Dolores Mann:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take Do Facts Matter?: Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The
Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) as the daily resource information.

Scott Tucker:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Do Facts Matter?: Information and Misinformation
in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) as well as others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and
more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those books are helping them to
put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Do Facts
Matter?: Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished
Lecture Series) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Gail Blakely:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book Do Facts Matter?: Information and Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J.
Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series) we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people?



For being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your
aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Do Facts Matter?: Information and
Misinformation in American Politics (The Julian J. Rothbaum Distinguished Lecture Series). You can more
desirable than now.
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