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Far from the glittering lights of Broadway, in a city known more for its horse racing than its artistic
endeavors, an annual festival in Louisville, Kentucky, has transformed the landscape of the American
theater. The Actors Theatre of Louisville—the Tony Award–winning state theater of Kentucky—in 1976
successfully created what became the nation's most respected new-play festival, the Humana Festival of New
American Plays.

The Humana Festival: The History of New Plays at Actors Theatre of Louisville examines the success of the
festival and theater’s Pulitzer Prize–winning productions that for decades have reflected new-play trends in
regional theaters and on Broadway—the result of the calculated decisions, dogged determination, and good
luck of its producing director, Jon Jory.

The volume details how Actors Theatre of Louisville was established, why the Humana Festival became
successful in a short time, and how the event’s success has been maintained by the Louisville venue that has
drawn theater critics from around the world for more than thirty years.

Author Jeffrey Ullom charts the theater’s early struggles to survive, the battles between troupe leaders, and
the desperate measures to secure financial support from the Louisville community. He examines how Jory
established and expanded the festival to garner extraordinary local support, attract international attention, and
entice preeminent American playwrights to premier their works in the Kentucky city.  

In The Humana Festival, Ullom provides a broad view of new-play development within artistic,
administrative, and financial contexts. He analyzes the relationship between Broadway and regional theaters,
outlining how the Humana Festival has changed the process of new-play development and even Broadway’s
approach to discovering new work, and also highlights the struggles facing regional theaters across the
country as they strive to balance artistic ingenuity and economic viability.

Offering a rare look at the annual event, The Humana Festival provides the first insider’s view of the
extraordinary efforts that produced the nation’s most successful new-play festival.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hardy:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole
day to reading a e-book. The book The Humana Festival: The History of New Plays at Actors Theatre of
Louisville (Theater in the Americas) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is
not too costly but this book has high quality.

Leonard Jones:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is definitely The Humana Festival: The History of New Plays at Actors Theatre of Louisville (Theater in the
Americas).

Ethel Swafford:

You can spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Humana Festival: The History of
New Plays at Actors Theatre of Louisville (Theater in the Americas) is simple bringing you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book,
you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Aaron Edgington:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Humana Festival: The History of New Plays
at Actors Theatre of Louisville (Theater in the Americas) or others sources were given understanding for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their
knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Humana Festival: The
History of New Plays at Actors Theatre of Louisville (Theater in the Americas) to make your spare time a lot



more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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