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Connecting Europe, Asia, and Africa, the Mediterranean Sea has been for millennia the place where
religions, economies, and political systems met, clashed, influenced and absorbed one another. In this
brilliant and expansive book, David Abulafia offers a fresh perspective by focusing on the sea itself: its
practical importance for transport and sustenance; its dynamic role in the rise and fall of empires; and the
remarkable cast of characters-sailors, merchants, migrants, pirates, pilgrims-who have crossed and re-crossed
it.

Ranging from prehistory to the 21st century, The Great Sea is above all a history of human interaction.
Interweaving major political and naval developments with the ebb and flow of trade, Abulafia explores how
commercial competition in the Mediterranean created both rivalries and partnerships, with merchants acting
as intermediaries between cultures, trading goods that were as exotic on one side of the sea as they were
commonplace on the other. He stresses the remarkable ability of Mediterranean cultures to uphold the
civilizing ideal of convivencia, "living together."

Now available in paperback, The Great Sea is the definitive account of perhaps the most vibrant theater of
human interaction in history.
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From reader reviews:

Otis Thompson:

This The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason of this The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean can be one
of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you
with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this
The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean giving you an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Willie Quinones:

The book untitled The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean is the publication that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Tessa Krieger:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Great Sea: A Human History
of the Mediterranean that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean
become your own starter.

Hector Medlin:

Beside this specific The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean in your phone, it might give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow town. It is good thing to have The Great Sea: A Human History of the Mediterranean because this
book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what
it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to



miss it? Find this book along with read it from currently!
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