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On September 23, 1969, five years after the first made-for-television movie premiered, the ABC network
broadcast Seven in Darkness. This was the first television film for an anthology show called the Tuesday
Night Movie of the Week. Dedicating ninety minutes of weekly airtime to a still-emerging genre was a
financial risk for the third-place network—a risk that paid off. The films were so successful that in 1972 the
network debuted The Wednesday Movie of the Week. Although most of the movies are no longer
remembered, a handful are still fondly recalled by viewers today, including Duel, Brian’s Song, and The
Night Stalker. The series also showcased pilot films for many eventual series, such as Alias Smith and Jones,
The Six Million Dollar Man, and Starsky and Hutch. By the end of both shows’ regular runs in the spring of
1975, the network had broadcast more than 200 made-for-television films.

In The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Movies for the Small Screen, Michael McKenna examines this
programming experiment that transformed the television landscape and became a staple of broadcast
programming for several years. The author looks at how the revolving films showcased the right mixture of
romantic comedy, action, horror, and social relevance to keep viewers interested week after week. McKenna
also chronicles how the ratings success led to imitations from the other networks, resulting in a saturation of
television movies.

As a cultural touchstone for millions who experienced the first run and syndicated versions of these films,
The ABC Movie of the Week is a worthy subject of study. Featuring a complete filmography of all 240
movies with credit information and plot summaries, a chronology, and a list of pilots—both failed and
successful—this volume will be valuable to television historians and scholars, as well as to anyone interested
in one of the great triumphs of network programming.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Hodgin:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Movies for
the Small Screen had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Movies for the
Small Screen is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship together with the book The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Movies for the Small Screen. You
never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Natalie White:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Movies for the Small
Screen can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Holly Walker:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Movies for the Small Screen the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get before. The The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Movies for the Small Screen giving you an
additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better
life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably
be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Jose Johnson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book The ABC Movie of the Week: Big Movies
for the Small Screen was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The ABC
Movie of the Week: Big Movies for the Small Screen has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,



fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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