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Strangers in the Land of Paradise
The Creation of an African American Community, Buffalo, NY, 1900–1940
Lillian Serece Williams

Examines the settlement of African Americans in Buffalo during the Great Migration.

"A splendid contribution to the fields of African-American and American urban, social and family history....
expanding the tradition that is now well underway of refuting the pathological emphasis of the prevailing
ghetto studies of the 1960s and ‘70s." ?Joe W. Trotter

Strangers in the Land of Paradise discusses the creation of an African American community as a distinct
cultural entity. It describes values and institutions that Black migrants from the South brought with them, as
well as those that evolved as a result of their interaction with Blacks native to the city and the city itself.
Through an examination of work, family, community organizations, and political actions, Lillian Williams
explores the process by which the migrants adapted to their new environment.

The lives of African Americans in Buffalo from 1900 to 1940 reveal much about race, class, and gender in
the development of urban communities. Black migrant workers transformed the landscape by their mere
presence, but for the most part they could not rise beyond the lowest entry-level positions. For African
American women, the occupational structure was even more restricted; eventually, however, both men and
women increased their earning power, and that?over time?improved life for both them and their loved ones.

Lillian Serece Williams is Associate Professor of History in the Women’s Studies Department and Director
of the Institute for Research on Women at Albany, the State University of New York. She is editor of
Records of the National Association of Colored Women’s Clubs, 1895–1992, associate editor of Black
Women in United States History, and author of A Bridge to the Future: The History of Diversity in Girl
Scouting.

352 pages, 14 b&w illus., 15 maps, notes, bibl., index, 6 1/8 x 9 1/4

Blacks in the Diaspora?Darlene Clark Hine, John McCluskey, Jr., and David Barry Gaspar, general editors
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From reader reviews:

Bill Underhill:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Strangers in the Land of Paradise: Creation of an African American
Community in Buffalo, New York, 1900-1940 (Blacks in the Diaspora). Try to make book Strangers in the
Land of Paradise: Creation of an African American Community in Buffalo, New York, 1900-1940 (Blacks in
the Diaspora) as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us
make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Belen Riedel:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is definitely Strangers in the Land of Paradise: Creation of an African American Community in Buffalo, New
York, 1900-1940 (Blacks in the Diaspora).

Gloria Engstrom:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Strangers in the Land of Paradise: Creation of an
African American Community in Buffalo, New York, 1900-1940 (Blacks in the Diaspora). This book which
is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and
review this publication you can get many advantages.

Steven Delorme:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to be
exactly added. This publication Strangers in the Land of Paradise: Creation of an African American
Community in Buffalo, New York, 1900-1940 (Blacks in the Diaspora) was filled regarding science. Spend
your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-



book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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