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In 1858, Abraham Lincoln was known as a successful Illinois lawyer who had achieved some prominence in
state politics as a leader in the new Republican Party. Two years later, he was elected president and was on
his way to becoming the greatest chief executive in American history.

What carried this one-term congressman from obscurity to fame was the campaign he mounted for the
United States Senate against the country's most formidable politician, Stephen A. Douglas, in the summer
and fall of 1858. Lincoln challenged Douglas directly in one of his greatest speeches -- "A house divided
against itself cannot stand" -- and confronted Douglas on the questions of slavery and the inviolability of the
Union in seven fierce debates. As this brilliant narrative by the prize-winning Lincoln scholar Allen Guelzo
dramatizes, Lincoln would emerge a predominant national figure, the leader of his party, the man who would
bear the burden of the national confrontation.

Of course, the great issue between Lincoln and Douglas was slavery. Douglas was the champion of "popular
sovereignty," of letting states and territories decide for themselves whether to legalize slavery. Lincoln drew
a moral line, arguing that slavery was a violation both of natural law and of the principles expressed in the
Declaration of Independence. No majority could ever make slavery right, he argued.

Lincoln lost that Senate race to Douglas, though he came close to toppling the "Little Giant," whom almost
everyone thought was unbeatable. Guelzo's Lincoln and Douglas brings alive their debates and this whole
year of campaigns and underscores their centrality in the greatest conflict in American history.

The encounters between Lincoln and Douglas engage a key question in American political life: What is
democracy's purpose? Is it to satisfy the desires of the majority? Or is it to achieve a just and moral public
order? These were the real questions in 1858 that led to the Civil War. They remain questions for Americans
today.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Jones:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that
Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln Library) book because book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Michael Lucius:

The actual book Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln
Library) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit.
The book was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this
book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Maria Swensen:

Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln Library) can be one of
your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America (Simon &
Schuster Lincoln Library) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new
stage of crucial imagining.

Robert Polk:

This Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America (Simon & Schuster Lincoln Library) is great
guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who also always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great plan word
or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details
in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America (Simon &
Schuster Lincoln Library) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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