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Celibacy is a commitment to remain unmarried and to renounce sexual relations, for a limited period or for a
lifetime. Such a commitment places an individual outside human society in its usual form, and thus questions
arise: What significance does such an individual, and such a choice, have for the human family and
community as a whole? Is celibacy possible? Is there a socially constructive role for celibacy?

These questions guide Dale Launderville, OSB, in his study of celibacy in the ancient cultures of Israel,
Mesopotamia, and Greece prior to Hellenism and the rise of Christianity. Launderville focuses especially on
literary witnesses, because those enduring texts have helped to shape modern attitudes and can aid us in
understanding the factors that may call forth the practice of celibacy in our own time. Readers will discover
how celibacy fits within a context of relationships, and what kinds of relationships thus support a healthy and
varied society, one aware of and oriented to its cosmic destiny.

Dale Launderville, OSB, is professor of theology at Saint John's University School of Theology 'eminary,
Collegeville, Minnesota. He is the author of Piety and Politics: The Dynamics of Royal Authority in
Homeric Greece, Biblical Israel, and Old Babylonian Mesopotamia (Eerdmans, 2003) and Spirit and
Reason: The Embodied Character of Ezekiel's Symbolic Thinking (Baylor University Press, 2007).
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From reader reviews:

Marie Gambino:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A publication Celibacy in the Ancient World: Its Ideal and
Practice in Pre-Hellenistic Israel, Mesopotamia, and Greece will make you to possibly be smarter. You can
feel a lot more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or
reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Mary Buss:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Celibacy in the Ancient
World: Its Ideal and Practice in Pre-Hellenistic Israel, Mesopotamia, and Greece which is finding the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Robert Alston:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Celibacy in the Ancient World: Its Ideal and Practice in
Pre-Hellenistic Israel, Mesopotamia, and Greece was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Celibacy in the Ancient World: Its Ideal and Practice in Pre-Hellenistic Israel,
Mesopotamia, and Greece has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading which.

George Williams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book.
Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Celibacy in the Ancient
World: Its Ideal and Practice in Pre-Hellenistic Israel, Mesopotamia, and Greece.
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