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The discipline of communication has grown in popularity from the time professors of journalism and speech
decided, in the mid-1960s, that the term "communication" was an excellent general descriptor for the theory
and research that each group aspired to create.  Over time, the two groups grew closer and recognized
significant overlap in their theoretical and research interests, but there were also differences in their
traditions that kept them apart.  While both groups agreed that communication is a practical discipline,
journalism professors focused a great deal of their attention on the education of media professionals.  Speech
professors, on the other hand, often were more oriented to the liberal arts and valued the fact that
communication could be approached from a variety of traditions, including the arts, humanities, social
sciences, and even the sciences.

A key term in 21st Century communication, however, is convergence.  Not only are media and technology
converging with each other to produce new means of communicating, but individuals are increasingly using
both new and existing communication tools to create new forms of communication.  This convergence forces
the various "camps" within the communication discipline to draw upon each other's theories and research
methods to keep up with explaining the rapidly changing communication environment.  This convergence of
ideas and theories provides a space to challenge conventional ways of thinking about the communication
discipline, and that's the goal of the SAGE 21st Century Reference Series volumes on Communication. 
General Editor William F. Eadie has sought to honor the diversity of the study of communication but also
integrate that diversity into a coherent form, dividing communication study into four basic properties: 1)
processes, 2) forms and types of communication, 3) characteristics to consider in creating messages, and 4)
relationships between communicators.

Via 100 chapters, this 2-volume set (available in both print and electronic formats) highlights the most
important topics, issues, questions, and debates any student obtaining a degree in the field of communication
ought to have mastered for effectiveness in the 21st Century.  The purpose is to provide undergraduate
majors with an authoritative reference source that will serve their research needs going forward in this
exciting field with more detailed information than encyclopedia entries but not as much jargon, detail or
density as a journal article or a research handbook chapter.

Comprehensive coverage captures all the major themes and subfields within communication.  For●

instance, Volume 1 themes include the discipline of communication, approaches to the study of
communication, key processes of communication, forms and types of communication, key characteristics
of messages, key communication relationships, factors affecting communication, and challenges and
opportunities for communication.  Themes in Volume 2 are media as communication, communication as a
profession, journalism, public relations, advertising, and media management.
Authoritative content is provided by a stellar casts of authors who bring diverse approaches, diverse●

styles, and different points of view.
Curricular-driven emphasis provides students with initial footholds on topics of interest in researching●

for term papers, in preparing for GREs, in consulting to determine directions to take in pursuing a senior
thesis, graduate degree, career, etc.
Uniform chapter structures make it easy for students to locate key information, with a more-or-less●

common chapter format of Introduction, Theory, Methods, Applications, Comparisons, Future Directions,
Summary, Bibliography & Suggestions for Further Reading, and Cross References.



Availability in print and electronic formats provides students with convenient, easy access.●
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Schulz:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This 21st Century
Communication: A Reference Handbook is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Phyllis Force:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read
this 21st Century Communication: A Reference Handbook, you are able to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Patricia Little:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need
more time to be learn. 21st Century Communication: A Reference Handbook can be your answer because it
can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Katie Grossi:

Beside this 21st Century Communication: A Reference Handbook in your phone, it can give you a way to get
more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have 21st
Century Communication: A Reference Handbook because this book offers to you personally readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will
not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this
book as well as read it from at this point!
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