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In this book, Professor Barr presents a reading of the story of the Garden of Eden, not as a tale of the origins
of sin and death, but as a tale of a chance of immortality, briefly accessible to humanity but quickly lost. Old
Testament scholars have long been aware that the traditional reading of the story of Adam and Eve as the
'Fall of Man', though hallowed by St Paul's use of it, cannot stand up to close examination of the text.
However, they have not succeeded in formulating an alternative interpretation which rivals the force of this
traditional reading or is relevant to such a wide range of biblical and theological issues. Professor Barr's new
interpretation has such force, and with its challenges to many conventional views it is likely to cause a
considerable stir among traditionalists and to excite those dissatisfied with aspects of traditional thought.
Central to the book is its stress on the role and prevalence of the idea of immortality, commonly thought to
be a later Greek and un-biblical import into Christian thinking. Reflection on immortality also leads to a
reconsideration of ideas about death in the Hebrew Bible; about Sheol. the Hebrew underworld; and about
the soul. Professor Barr brings out the importance of time for the Hebrew Bible and the concept of length of
days, showing that the threat is not so much death as such, but the manner and time of death. His study of
chronology leads to a reconsideration of the story of Noah's ark, and the book ends by seeing resurrection
and immortality as complementary, rather than conflicting, ideas.
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From reader reviews:

Vickie Reed:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by
a publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The Garden of Eden and the
Hope of Immortality will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Carrie Hunter:

Here thing why this The Garden of Eden and the Hope of Immortality are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. The Garden of Eden and the Hope of Immortality giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Garden
of Eden and the Hope of Immortality. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The Garden of Eden and the Hope of
Immortality in e-book can be your choice.

Margaret Thompson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The Garden of Eden
and the Hope of Immortality is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Beverly Turner:

This The Garden of Eden and the Hope of Immortality are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The explanation of this The Garden of Eden and the Hope of Immortality can be one of the
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information
that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Garden of Eden and the
Hope of Immortality forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.
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