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Friends broaden our children’s horizons, share their joys and secrets, and accompany them on their journeys
into ever wider worlds. But friends can also gossip and betray, tease and exclude. Children can cause untold
suffering, not only for their peers but for parents as well. In this wise and insightful book, psychologist
Michael Thompson, Ph.D., and children’s book author Catherine O’Neill Grace, illuminate the crucial and
often hidden role that friendship plays in the lives of children from birth through adolescence.

Drawing on fascinating new research as well as their own extensive experience in schools, Thompson and
Grace demonstrate that children’s friendships begin early–in infancy–and run exceptionally deep in intensity
and loyalty. As children grow, their friendships become more complex and layered but also more
emotionally fraught, marked by both extraordinary intimacy and bewildering cruelty. As parents, we watch,
and often live through vicariously, the tumult that our children experience as they encounter the “cool”
crowd, shifting alliances, bullies, and disloyal best friends.

Best Friends, Worst Enemies brings to life the drama of childhood relationships, guiding parents to a deeper
understanding of the motives and meanings of social behavior. Here you will find penetrating discussions of
the difference between friendship and popularity, how boys and girls deal in unique ways with intimacy and
commitment, whether all kids need a best friend, why cliques form and what you can do about them.

Filled with anecdotes that ring amazingly true to life, Best Friends, Worst Enemies probes the magic and the
heartbreak that all children experience with their friends. Parents, teachers, counselors–indeed anyone who
cares about children–will find this an eye-opening and wonderfully affirming book.
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From reader reviews:

Wilhelmina Kane:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the
Social Lives of Children was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Best Friends, Worst Enemies:
Understanding the Social Lives of Children is not only giving you much more new information but also to
get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship while using book Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of
Children. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Dorothy Alvarez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children
book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer connected with Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children
content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Best Friends, Worst Enemies:
Understanding the Social Lives of Children is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Ola Hellman:

Often the book Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children has a lot info on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by the very famous
author. The author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after looking over this book.

Cindy Coleman:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children we can
consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must like to read a
book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
by this book Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children. You can more
attractive than now.
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