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According to Ben McCorkle, the rhetorical canon of delivery—traditionally seen as the aspect of oratory
pertaining to vocal tone, inflection, and physical gesture—has undergone a period of renewal within the last
few decades to include the array of typefaces, color palettes, graphics, and other design elements used to
convey a message to a chosen audience. McCorkle posits that this redefinition, while a noteworthy moment
of modern rhetorical theory, is just the latest instance in a historical pattern of interaction between rhetoric
and technology. In Rhetorical

Delivery as Technological Discourse: A Cross-Historical Study, McCorkle explores the symbiotic
relationship between delivery and technologies of writing and communication. Aiming to enhance historical
understanding by demonstrating how changes in writing technology have altered our conception of delivery,
McCorkle reveals the ways in which oratory and the tools of written expression have directly affected one
another throughout the ages.

 

To make his argument, the author examines case studies from significant historical moments in the Western 
rhetorical tradition. Beginning with the ancient Greeks, McCorkle illustrates how the increasingly literate
Greeks developed rhetorical theories intended for oratory that incorporated “writerly” tendencies,
diminishing delivery’s once-prime status in the process. Also explored is the near-eradication of rhetorical
delivery in the mid-fifteenth century—the period of transition from late manuscript to early print
culture—and the implications of the burgeoning

print culture during the nineteenth century.

 

McCorkle then investigates the declining interest in delivery as technology designed to replace the human
voice and gesture became prominent at the beginning of the 1900s. Situating scholarship on delivery within a
broader  postmodern structure, he moves on to a discussion of the characteristics of contemporary
hypertextual and digital communication and its role in reviving the canon, while also anticipating the future
of communication technologies, the likely shifts in attitude toward delivery, and the implications of both on
the future of teaching rhetoric.

 

Rhetorical Delivery as Technological Discourse traces a long-view perspective of rhetorical history to
present readers a productive reading of the volatile treatment of delivery alongside the parallel history of
writing and communication technologies. This rereading will expand knowledge of the canon by not only
offering the most thorough treatment of the history of rhetorical delivery available but also inviting
conversation about the reciprocal impacts of rhetorical theory and written communication on each other
throughout this history.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Reynolds:

The book Rhetorical Delivery as Technological Discourse: A Cross-Historical Study can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best
thing like a book Rhetorical Delivery as Technological Discourse: A Cross-Historical Study? A number of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Rhetorical Delivery as Technological
Discourse: A Cross-Historical Study has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Babara Lopez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Rhetorical Delivery as Technological
Discourse: A Cross-Historical Study publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism Rhetorical Delivery as Technological Discourse: A Cross-Historical Study as good book not
merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its
deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Kathleen Bonds:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This Rhetorical Delivery as Technological
Discourse: A Cross-Historical Study is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ann Strickland:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top record in your reading list will be Rhetorical Delivery as Technological Discourse: A
Cross-Historical Study. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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