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Our Lady of the Exile is a study of Cuban-American popular Catholicism, focusing on the shrine of Our
Lady Charity in Miami. Drawing on a wide range of sources and using both historical and ethnographic
methods, the book examines the religious life of the Cuban exiles who visit the shrine. Those pilgrims are
diverse, and so are the motives that bring them. At the same time, author Thomas A. Tweed argues, Cuban
devotees of the national patroness share a great deal. Most come to pray for their homeland and to recreate
bonds with other Cubans, on the island and in the diaspora. The shrine is a place where they come to make
sense of themselves as an exiled people. The religious symbols there link the past and present and bridge the
homeland and the new land. Through rituals and artifacts at the shrine, Tweed suggests, the Cuban diaspora
"imaginatively constructs its collective identity and transports itself to the Cuba of memory and desire."

While the book focuses on Cuban exiles in Miami, it moves beyond case study as it explores larger issues
concerning religion, identity, and place. How do migrants relate to heir homeland? How do they understand
themselves after they have been displaced? What role does religion play among these diasporic groups?
Building on this study of one exiled group, Tweed proposes a theory of diasporic religion that promises to
illuminate the experiences of other groups that have been displaced from their native land.

As the first book-length analysis of Cuban-American Catholicism, Tweed's book will be an invaluable
resource to scholars and students of not only Religious Studies, American Studies, and Ethnic Studies, but
also those who study cultural anthropology, human geography, and Latin American history.
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From reader reviews:

Cary Barrett:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Our Lady of the Exile: Diasporic
Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine in Miami (Religion in America). All type of book could you see on
many resources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Jennifer Handler:

Often the book Our Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine in Miami (Religion in
America) will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Our
Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine in Miami (Religion in America) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quicker
to read the book.

Wendy Hartnett:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Our Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine in Miami (Religion in America) will
give you a new experience in studying a book.

Rodney Natale:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book Our Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine in Miami
(Religion in America) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like
currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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