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“Baby safe haven” laws, which allow a parent to relinquish a newborn baby legally and anonymously at a
specified institutional location—such as a hospital or fire station—were established in every state between
1999 and 2009. Promoted during a time of heated public debate over policies on abortion, sex education,
teen pregnancy, adoption, welfare, immigrant reproduction, and child abuse, safe haven laws were passed by
the majority of states with little contest. These laws were thought to offer a solution to the consequences of
unwanted pregnancies: mothers would no longer be burdened with children they could not care for, and
newborn babies would no longer be abandoned in dumpsters.

Yet while these laws are well meaning, they ignore the real problem: some women lack key social and
economic supports that mothers need to raise children. Safe haven laws do little to help disadvantaged
women. Instead, advocates of safe haven laws target teenagers, women of color, and poor women with safe
haven information and see relinquishing custody of their newborns as an act of maternal love. Disadvantaged
women are preemptively judged as “bad” mothers whose babies would be better off without them.

Laury Oaks argues that the labeling of certain kinds of women as potential “bad” mothers who should
consider anonymously giving up their newborns for adoption into a “loving” home should best be understood
as an issue of reproductive justice. Safe haven discourses promote narrow images of who deserves to be a
mother and reflect restrictive views on how we should treat women experiencing unwanted pregnancy.
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From reader reviews:

Julius Montanez:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important for us. The book Giving Up Baby: Safe Haven Laws,
Motherhood, and Reproductive Justice had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Giving Up Baby: Safe Haven
Laws, Motherhood, and Reproductive Justice is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to
become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to
make relationship together with the book Giving Up Baby: Safe Haven Laws, Motherhood, and
Reproductive Justice. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Sandra Conaway:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Giving Up Baby: Safe Haven Laws,
Motherhood, and Reproductive Justice can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these guides have than the others?

Sue Eldred:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This kind of Giving Up Baby: Safe Haven Laws, Motherhood,
and Reproductive Justice can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have
matter that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Giving Up Baby: Safe
Haven Laws, Motherhood, and Reproductive Justice.

Eric Kinlaw:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Giving Up Baby: Safe Haven Laws, Motherhood, and
Reproductive Justice was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Giving Up
Baby: Safe Haven Laws, Motherhood, and Reproductive Justice has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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