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The American ENIAC is customarily regarded as having been the starting point of electronic computation.
This book rewrites the history of computer science, arguing that in reality Colossus--the giant computer built
by the British secret service during World War II--predates ENIAC by two years.

Colossus was built during the Second World War at the Government Code and Cypher School at Bletchley
Park. Until very recently, much about the Colossus machine was shrouded in secrecy, largely because the
code-breaking algorithms that were employed during World War II remained in use by the British security
services until a short time ago. In addition, the United States has recently declassified a considerable volume
of wartime documents relating to Colossus. Jack Copeland has brought together memoirs of veterans of
Bletchley Park--the top-secret headquarters of Britain's secret service--and others who draw on the wealth of
declassified information to illuminate the crucial role Colossus played during World War II. Included here
are pieces by the former WRENS who actually worked the machine, the scientist who pioneered the use of
vacuum tubes in data processing, and leading authorities on code-breaking and computer science.

A must read for anyone curious about code-breaking or World War II espionage, Colossus offers a
fascinating insider's account of the world first giant computer, the great great grandfather of the massive
computers used today by the CIA and the National Security Agency.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Apperson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Colossus: The First Electronic Computer (Popular Science).

Bobby Hall:

The book Colossus: The First Electronic Computer (Popular Science) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Colossus: The First Electronic Computer (Popular Science) for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open and read a reserve Colossus: The First Electronic Computer (Popular Science).
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think
about this publication?

Patrick Stokes:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great along with important the book Colossus: The First Electronic Computer
(Popular Science). All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Jennifer Knott:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually Colossus: The First Electronic Computer (Popular Science). This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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