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Few figures in the past quarter-century have played a more significant role in American foreign policy than
Colin Powell. He wielded power at the highest levels of the most important foreign policy bureaucracies: the
Pentagon, the White House, the joint chiefs, and the state department. As national security advisor in the
Ronald Reagan administration, chairman of the joint chiefs of staff under George H.W. Bush and Bill
Clinton, and secretary of state during George W. Bush's first term, he played a prominent role in four
administrations, Republican and Democrat, spanning more than twenty years.

Powell has been engaged in the most important debates over foreign and defense policy during the past two
decades, such as the uses of American power in the wake of the Vietnam war, the winding down of the Cold
War and the quest for new paths for American foreign policy, and the interventions in Panama (1989) and
the Persian Gulf (1990–1991). During the Clinton era, he was involved in the controversies over
interventions in Bosnia and Somalia. As America's top diplomat from 2001 to 2004, he helped shape the
aims and goals of U.S. diplomacy after September 11, 2001, and in the run-up to the Iraq War.

In this exploration of Powell's career and character, Christopher D. O'Sullivan reveals several broad themes
crucial to American foreign policy and yields insights into the evolution of American foreign and defense
policy in the post-Vietnam, post-Cold War eras. In addition, O'Sullivan explores the conflicts and debates
between different foreign policy ideologies such as neo-conservatism and realism.

O'Sullivan's book not only explains Powell's diplomatic style, it provides crucial insights into the American
foreign policy tradition in the modern era.
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From reader reviews:

Bob Bartlett:

Reading a book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their proficiency
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this Colin
Powell: A Political Biography (Biographies in American Foreign Policy).

Deana Broom:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Colin Powell: A Political Biography
(Biographies in American Foreign Policy), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

John Charles:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Colin Powell: A
Political Biography (Biographies in American Foreign Policy) provide you with new experience in reading
through a book.

Tammi Rosado:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of book
Colin Powell: A Political Biography (Biographies in American Foreign Policy). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location
to other place.
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