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This book is about the history of the Comstock Lode. The Comstock Lode is a lode of silver ore located
under the eastern slope of Mount Davidson, a peak in the Virginia Range in Nevada (then western Utah
Territory). It was the first major discovery of silver ore in the United States.

After the discovery was made public in 1859, it sparked a silver rush of prospectors to the area, scrambling
to stake their claims. The discovery caused considerable excitement in California and throughout the United
States, the greatest since the California Gold Rush in 1849. Mining camps soon thrived in the vicinity, which
became bustling centers of fabulous wealth, including Virginia City and Gold Hill.

The Comstock Lode is notable not just for the immense fortunes it generated and the large role those
fortunes had in the growth of Nevada and San Francisco, but also for the advances in mining technology that
it spurred, such as square set timbering and the Washoe process for extracting silver from ore. The mines
declined after 1874, although underground mining continued sporadically into the 1920s.

History of the Big Bonanza
In 1874 mine operators John W. Mackay, James G. Fair, Sen. John P. Jones, and William Ralston decided
that a book should be written about the history of the Comstock. They approached DeQuille as the preferred
author and he accepted the task. His original intent was to write a small book which could be sold to
overland train passengers and to continue expanding it with new information and additional sketches until it
eventually became a volume which could be published for a broader audience.

DeQuille set to work on the book, collecting data, illustrations, and sketches to be included. In March 1875
he sent a letter to Mark Twain, then residing in Hartford, Connecticut, to seek his advice on having the book
published. Concurrently Twain had himself seen a need for such a book and, seeing DeQuille as the one to
write it, wrote him a letter to that effect. In response to DeQuille's letter, Twain responded with a 19-page
letter enthusiastically providing advice and an invitation for DeQuille to gather up all the material he might
need and join him in Hartford where they could each work on their respective projects in close proximity and
mutual support. Under Twain's mentorship during the summer of 1875, DeQuille pieced together a sizable
volume which contained a mixture of technical chapters on silver mining interspersed with lighter accounts
of Nevada events and individuals, including the Northern Paiute group of Native Americans living in the
vicinity. DeQuille and Twain believed the book would have wide appeal and sell well. Twain helped
DeQuille negotiate a favorable contract with his own publisher and DeQuille returned to Virginia City late
that summer. In October a fire destroyed much of the city and his account of this tragedy would become the
last chapter of his book.

A History of the Big Bonanza was published by the American Publishing Company of Hartford,
Connecticut, in 1876.



This book published in 1877 has been reformatted for the Kindle and may contain an occasional defect from
the original publication or from the reformatting.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Sheridan:

The book History of the Big Bonanza: An Authentic Account of the Discovery, History, and Working of the
World Renowned Comstock Silver Lode of Nevada give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading a book History of
the Big Bonanza: An Authentic Account of the Discovery, History, and Working of the World Renowned
Comstock Silver Lode of Nevada for being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything
if you like open up and read a publication History of the Big Bonanza: An Authentic Account of the
Discovery, History, and Working of the World Renowned Comstock Silver Lode of Nevada. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Flora Gordon:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This History of the Big Bonanza: An Authentic Account of the
Discovery, History, and Working of the World Renowned Comstock Silver Lode of Nevada book is readable
by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
involving History of the Big Bonanza: An Authentic Account of the Discovery, History, and Working of the
World Renowned Comstock Silver Lode of Nevada content conveys thinking easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking History of the Big Bonanza: An Authentic Account of the Discovery, History, and
Working of the World Renowned Comstock Silver Lode of Nevada is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Paul Avila:

Why? Because this History of the Big Bonanza: An Authentic Account of the Discovery, History, and
Working of the World Renowned Comstock Silver Lode of Nevada is an unordinary book that the inside of
the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content within
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book include such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.



Aaron Edgington:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This History of the Big Bonanza: An Authentic
Account of the Discovery, History, and Working of the World Renowned Comstock Silver Lode of Nevada
is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not include
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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