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Enlightenment thinkers such as Rousseau and Montesquieu are best known for their humanist theories and
liberating influence on Western civilization. But as renowned French intellectual Louis Sala-Molins shows,
Enlightenment discourses and scholars were also complicit in the Atlantic slave trade, becoming instruments
of oppression and inequality. 

Translated into English for the first time, Dark Side of the Light scrutinizes Condorcet’s Reflections on
Negro Slavery and the works of Montesquieu, Rousseau, and Diderot side by side with the Code Noir (the
royal document that codified the rules of French Caribbean slavery) in order to uncover attempts to uphold
the humanist project of the Enlightenment while simultaneously justifying slavery. Wielding the pen of both
the ironist and the moralist, Sala-Molins demonstrates the flawed nature of these attempts and the reasons
given for this denial of rights, from the imperatives of public order to the incomplete humanity of the slave
(and thus the need for his progressive humanization through slavery), to the economic prosperity that
depended on his labor. At the same time, Sala-Molins uses the techniques of literature to give equal weight
to the perspective of the “barefooted, the starving, and the slaves” through expository prose and scenes
between slave and philosopher, giving moral agency and flesh-and-blood dimensions to issues most often
treated as abstractions. 

Both an urgent critique and a measured analysis, Dark Side of the Light reveals the moral paradoxes of
Enlightenment philosophies and their world-changing consequences. 

Louis Sala-Molins is a moral and political philosopher and emeritus professor at the University of Toulouse.
He is the author of many books, including Le Code Noir, ou Le calvaire de Canaan and L’Afrique aux
Amériques. 

John Conteh-Morgan is associate professor of French and Francophone, African-American, and African
studies at Ohio State University. He is the author of Theatre and Drama in Francophone Africa: A Critical
Introduction.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Thompson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Dark Side of the Light:
Slavery and the French Enlightenment. All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Hal Clemens:

This Dark Side of the Light: Slavery and the French Enlightenment book is simply not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This Dark Side of the Light: Slavery and the French Enlightenment without we
know teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
Dark Side of the Light: Slavery and the French Enlightenment can bring whenever you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
phone. This Dark Side of the Light: Slavery and the French Enlightenment having very good arrangement in
word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Bradley Simpson:

Typically the book Dark Side of the Light: Slavery and the French Enlightenment will bring that you the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book Dark Side of the Light: Slavery and the French
Enlightenment is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.

Wayne Queen:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the Dark Side of the Light: Slavery and the French Enlightenment when you
essential it?
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