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"An insightful, accessible examination of the way in which day-to-day speech is tangled in a complicated
web of history, politics, race, economics and power." - Kirkus

What is it about other people’s language that moves some of us to anxiety or even rage? For centuries,
sticklers the world over have donned the cloak of authority to control the way people use words. Now this
sensational new book strikes back to defend the fascinating, real-life diversity of this most basic human
faculty.

With the erudite yet accessible style that marks his work as a journalist, Robert Lane Greene takes readers on
a rollicking tour around the world, illustrating with vivid anecdotes the role language beliefs play in shaping
our identities, for good and ill. Beginning with literal myths, from the Tower of Babel to the bloody origins
of the word “shibboleth,” Greene shows how language “experts” went from myth-making to rule-making and
from building cohesive communities to building modern nations. From the notion of one language’s
superiority to the common perception that phrases like “It’s me” are “bad English,” linguistic beliefs too
often define “us” and distance “them,” supporting class, ethnic, or national prejudices. In short: What we
hear about language is often really about the politics of identity.

Governments foolishly try to police language development (the French Academy), nationalism leads to the
violent suppression of minority languages (Kurdish and Basque), and even Americans fear that the most
successful language in world history (English) may be threatened by increased immigration. These false
language beliefs are often tied to harmful political ends and can lead to the violation of basic human rights.
Conversely, political involvement in language can sometimes prove beneficial, as with the Zionist  revival of
Hebrew or our present-day efforts to provide education in foreign languages essential to business,
diplomacy, and intelligence. And yes, standardized languages play a crucial role in uniting modern societies.

As this fascinating book shows, everything we’ve been taught to think about language may not be
wrong—but it is often about something more than language alone. You Are What You Speak will certainly
get people talking.
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From reader reviews:

Theodore May:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled You Are What You Speak: Grammar Grouches, Language Laws, and the
Politics of Identity. Try to make book You Are What You Speak: Grammar Grouches, Language Laws, and
the Politics of Identity as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Gary Lopez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book
called You Are What You Speak: Grammar Grouches, Language Laws, and the Politics of Identity? Maybe
it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Mary West:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This You Are What You Speak: Grammar Grouches, Language Laws,
and the Politics of Identity book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find
the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with You Are What You Speak: Grammar
Grouches, Language Laws, and the Politics of Identity content conveys thinking easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different
available as it. So , do you continue to thinking You Are What You Speak: Grammar Grouches, Language
Laws, and the Politics of Identity is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Archie Williams:

This You Are What You Speak: Grammar Grouches, Language Laws, and the Politics of Identity is
completely new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your
hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
tiny amount of digest in reading this You Are What You Speak: Grammar Grouches, Language Laws, and
the Politics of Identity can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is easy to get
through anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-



book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life in
addition to knowledge.
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