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In this compelling and cogently argued book, Tom Wessels demonstrates how our current path toward
progress, based on continual economic expansion and inefficient use of resources, runs absolutely contrary to
three foundational scientific laws that govern all complex natural systems. It is a myth, he contends, that
progress depends on a growing economy.

Wessels explains his theory with his three laws of sustainability: (1) the law of limits to growth, (2) the
second law of thermodynamics, which exposes the dangers of increased energy consumption, and (3) the law
of self-organization, which results in the marvelous diversity of such highly evolved systems as the human
body and complex ecosystems. These laws, scientifically proven to sustain life in its myriad forms, have
been cast aside since the eighteenth century, first by Western economists, political pragmatists, and
governments attracted by the idea of unlimited growth, and more recently by a global economy dominated by
large corporations, in which consolidation and oversimplification create large-scale inefficiencies in both
material and energy usage.

Wessels makes scientific theory readily accessible by offering examples of how the laws of sustainability
function in the complex systems we can observe in the natural world around us. He shows how systems such
as forests can be templates for developing sustainable economic practices that will allow true progress.
Demonstrating that all environmental problems have their source in a disregard for the laws of sustainability
that is based on the myth of progress, he concludes with an impassioned argument for cultural change.
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From reader reviews:

Andres Edelman:

In other case, little people like to read book The Myth of Progress: Toward a Sustainable Future. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is important some sort of
book The Myth of Progress: Toward a Sustainable Future. You can add knowledge and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Holly Sheehan:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for all of us. The book The Myth of Progress: Toward a Sustainable
Future ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication The Myth of Progress: Toward a Sustainable
Future is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using
book The Myth of Progress: Toward a Sustainable Future. You never sense lose out for everything should
you read some books.

Raymond Dixon:

Often the book The Myth of Progress: Toward a Sustainable Future has a lot info on it. So when you make
sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after reading this book.

Stephanie Landa:

The book untitled The Myth of Progress: Toward a Sustainable Future contain a lot of information on the
idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a
nice study.
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