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Ukraine is currently embroiled in a tense fight with Russia to preserve its territorial integrity and political
independence. But today’s conflict is only the latest in a long history of battles over Ukraine’s territory and
its existence as a sovereign nation. As the award-winning historian Serhii Plokhy argues in The Gates of
Europe, we must examine Ukraine’s past in order to understand its present and future.

Situated between Central Europe, Russia, and the Middle East, Ukraine was shaped by the empires that used
it as a strategic gateway between East and West—from the Roman and Ottoman empires to the Third Reich
and the Soviet Union. For centuries, Ukraine has been a meeting place of various cultures. The mixing of
sedentary and nomadic peoples and Christianity and Islam on the steppe borderland produced the class of
ferocious warriors known as the Cossacks, for example, while the encounter between the Catholic and
Orthodox churches created a religious tradition that bridges Western and Eastern Christianity. Ukraine has
also been a home to millions of Jews, serving as the birthplace of Hassidism—and as one of the killing fields
of the Holocaust.

Plokhy examines the history of Ukraine’s search for its identity through the lives of the major figures in
Ukrainian history: Prince Yaroslav the Wise of Kyiv, whose daughter Anna became queen of France; the
Cossack ruler Ivan Mazepa, who was immortalized in the poems of Byron and Pushkin; Nikita Khrushchev
and his protégé-turned-nemesis Leonid Brezhnev, who called Ukraine their home; and the heroes of the
Maidan protests of 2013 and 2014, who embody the current struggle over Ukraine’s future.

As Plokhy explains, today’s crisis is a tragic case of history repeating itself, as Ukraine once again finds
itself in the center of the battle of global proportions. An authoritative history of this vital country, The Gates
of Europe provides a unique insight into the origins of the most dangerous international crisis since the end
of the Cold War.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Smith:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine. Try to make the book The
Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we
should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Dawn Campbell:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Gates of Europe: A
History of Ukraine that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine become your
own personal starter.

Donna Hoffmann:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Gates of Europe: A History of Ukraine why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.

Lynn Bailey:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Gates of Europe: A
History of Ukraine can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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