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Religious travelers were a common sight in the Mediterranean world during Late Antiquity and the early
Middle Ages. In fact, as Maribel Dietz finds in Wandering Monks, Virgins, and Pilgrims, this formative
period in the history of Christianity witnessed an explosion of travel, as both men and women took to the
roads, seeking spiritual meaning in a life of itinerancy.

Much of this early Christian religious travel was not focused on a particular holy place, as in the pilgrimage
of later centuries to Rome, Jerusalem, and Santiago de Compostela. Rather, the inspiration was more
practical. Travel was a way of escaping hostility or social pressures or of visiting living and dead holy
people. It was also a means of religious expression of homelessness and temporary exile. The wandering
lifestyle mirrored an interior journey, an imitation of Christ and a commitment to the Christian ideal that an
individual is only temporarily on this earth.

Women were especially attracted to religious travel. In the centuries before the widespread cloistering of
women, a life of itinerancy offered an alternative to marriage and a religious vocation in a society that
excluded women from positions of spiritual leadership.

Eventually, ascetic travel gave way to full-fledged pilgrimage. Dietz explores how and why religious travel
and monasticism diverged and altered so greatly. She examines the importance of the Cluniac reform
movement and the creation of the pilgrimage center of Santiago de Compostela in the emergence of a new
model of religious travel: goal-centered, long-distance pilgrimage aimed not at monks but at the laity.

Wandering Monks, Virgins, and Pilgrims is essential reading for those who study the history of monasticism,
for it was in a monastic context that religious travel first claimed an essential place within Christianity. It will
also be important for anyone interested in pilgrimage and the role of women in the history of Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

William Murphy:

Here thing why this specific Wandering Monks, Virgins, and Pilgrims: Ascetic Travel in the Mediterranean
World, A.D. 300-800 are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however
it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Wandering Monks, Virgins, and
Pilgrims: Ascetic Travel in the Mediterranean World, A.D. 300-800 giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with Wandering
Monks, Virgins, and Pilgrims: Ascetic Travel in the Mediterranean World, A.D. 300-800. It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in
your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
Wandering Monks, Virgins, and Pilgrims: Ascetic Travel in the Mediterranean World, A.D. 300-800 in e-
book can be your choice.

Doris McNeal:

Often the book Wandering Monks, Virgins, and Pilgrims: Ascetic Travel in the Mediterranean World, A.D.
300-800 will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to
you. The book Wandering Monks, Virgins, and Pilgrims: Ascetic Travel in the Mediterranean World, A.D.
300-800 is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Francis Knapp:

You can find this Wandering Monks, Virgins, and Pilgrims: Ascetic Travel in the Mediterranean World,
A.D. 300-800 by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because
of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Lise Callicoat:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their passion.
They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pics on there.
Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this period of



time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Wandering Monks, Virgins, and Pilgrims: Ascetic Travel in the Mediterranean World, A.D.
300-800 can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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