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Tales of child sacrifice, demon lovers, incestual relations, and returns from the dead are part of English and
Irish gothic literature. Such recurring tropes are examined in this pioneering study by Margot Gayle Backus
to show how Anglo-Irish gothic works written from the eighteenth through the twentieth centuries reflect the
destructive effects of imperialism on the children and later descendents of Protestant English settlers in
Ireland.
Backus uses contemporary theory, including that of Michel Foucault and Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick, to
analyze texts by authors ranging from Richardson, Swift, Burke, Edgeworth, Stoker, and Wilde to
contemporary Irish novelists and playwrights.
By charting the changing relations between the family and the British state, she shows how these authors
dramatized a legacy of violence within the family cell and discusses how disturbing themes of child sacrifice
and colonial repression are portrayed through irony, satire, “paranoid” fantasy, and gothic romance. In a
reconceptualization of the Freudian family romance, Backus argues that the figures of the Anglo-Irish gothic
embody the particular residue of childhood experiences within a settler colonial society in which biological
reproduction represented an economic and political imperative.
Backus’s bold positioning of the nuclear family at the center of post-Enlightenment class and colonial power
relations in England and Ireland will challenge and provoke scholars in the fields of Irish literature and
British and postcolonial studies. The book will also interest students and scholars of women’s studies, and it
has important implications for understanding contemporary conflicts in Ireland.
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From reader reviews:

James Newman:

The publication untitled The Gothic Family Romance: Heterosexuality, Child Sacrifice, and the Anglo-Irish
Colonial Order (Post-Contemporary Interventions) is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of The Gothic Family Romance: Heterosexuality, Child Sacrifice, and the Anglo-Irish Colonial Order
(Post-Contemporary Interventions) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Richard Osteen:

The publication with title The Gothic Family Romance: Heterosexuality, Child Sacrifice, and the Anglo-Irish
Colonial Order (Post-Contemporary Interventions) contains a lot of information that you can study it. You
can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

John Lambeth:

The Gothic Family Romance: Heterosexuality, Child Sacrifice, and the Anglo-Irish Colonial Order (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Gothic Family Romance:
Heterosexuality, Child Sacrifice, and the Anglo-Irish Colonial Order (Post-Contemporary Interventions)
however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial pondering.

Willodean Samples:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This reserve The Gothic Family Romance: Heterosexuality, Child Sacrifice,
and the Anglo-Irish Colonial Order (Post-Contemporary Interventions) was filled in relation to science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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