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When Rita Brock and Rebecca Parker began traveling the Mediterranean world in search of art depicting the
dead, crucified Jesus, they discovered something that traditional histories of Christianity and Christian art
had underplayed or sought to explain away: it took Jesus Christ a thousand years to die.

During their first millennium, Christians filled their sanctuaries with images of Christ as a living presence in
a vibrant world. He appears as a shepherd, a teacher, a healer, an enthroned god; he is an infant, a youth, and
a bearded elder. But he is never dead. When he appears with the cross, he stands in front of it, serene,
resurrected. The world around him is ablaze with beauty. These are images of paradise-paradise in this
world, permeated and blessed by the presence of God.

But once Jesus perished, dying was virtually all he seemed able to do.

Saving Paradise offers a fascinating new lens on the history of Christianity, from its first centuries to the
present day, and asks how its early vision of beauty evolved into one of torture. In tracing the changes in
society and theology that marked the medieval emergence of images of Christ crucified, Saving Paradise
exposes the imperial strategies embedded in theologies of redemptive violence and sheds new light on
Christianity's turn to holy war. It reveals how the New World, established through Christian conquest and
colonization, is haunted by the loss of a spiritual understanding of paradise here and now.

Brock and Parker reconstruct the idea that salvation is paradise in this world and in this life, and they offer a
bold new theology for saving paradise. They ground justice and peace for humanity in love for the earth and
open a new future for Christianity through a theology of redemptive beauty.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Riley:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Saving Paradise:
How Christianity Traded Love of This World for Crucifixion and Empire? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Samuel Tapp:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Saving Paradise: How Christianity Traded
Love of This World for Crucifixion and Empire to read.

Pamela Guarino:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
all day every day to reading a book. The book Saving Paradise: How Christianity Traded Love of This World
for Crucifixion and Empire it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book
you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is
not to cover but this book has high quality.

Edwin Ball:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Saving Paradise: How Christianity Traded Love of This World for Crucifixion and
Empire. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and
make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you
from one destination to other place.
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