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Is philosophy obsolete? Are the ancient questions still relevant in the age of cosmology and neuroscience,
not to mention crowd-sourcing and cable news? The acclaimed philosopher and novelist Rebecca Newberger
Goldstein provides a dazzlingly original plunge into the drama of philosophy, revealing its hidden role in
today’s debates on religion, morality, politics, and science.
 
At the origin of Western philosophy stands Plato, who got about as much wrong as one would expect from a
thinker who lived 2,400 years ago. But Plato’s role in shaping philosophy was pivotal. On her way to
considering the place of philosophy in our ongoing intellectual life, Goldstein tells a new story of its origin,
re-envisioning the extraordinary culture that produced the man who produced philosophy.
 
But it is primarily the fate of philosophy that concerns her. Is the discipline no more than a way of biding our
time until the scientists arrive on the scene? Have they already arrived? Does philosophy itself ever make
progress? And if it does, why is so ancient a figure as Plato of any continuing relevance? Plato at the
Googleplex is Goldstein’s startling investigation of these conundra. She interweaves her narrative with
Plato’s own choice for bringing ideas to life—the dialogue.
 
Imagine that Plato came to life in the twenty-first century and embarked on a multicity speaking tour. How
would he handle the host of a cable news program who denies there can be morality without religion?  How
would he mediate a debate between a Freudian psychoanalyst and a tiger mom on how to raise the perfect
child? How would he answer a neuroscientist who, about to scan Plato’s brain, argues that science has
definitively answered the questions of free will and moral agency? What would Plato make of Google, and
of the idea that knowledge can be crowd-sourced rather than reasoned out by experts? With a philosopher’s
depth and a novelist’s imagination and wit, Goldstein probes the deepest issues confronting us by allowing
us to eavesdrop on Plato as he takes on the modern world.

(With black-and-white photographs throughout.)
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From reader reviews:

Fernando Rowe:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Plato at the Googleplex: Why
Philosophy Won't Go Away. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Rosa Tarpley:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Plato at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't Go Away book is readable through you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding
Plato at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't Go Away content conveys thinking easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different
available as it. So , do you even now thinking Plato at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't Go Away is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Douglas Whatley:

Often the book Plato at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't Go Away will bring one to the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Plato at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't
Go Away is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Mary Gobeil:

This Plato at the Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't Go Away is brand-new way for you who has interest to
look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Plato at the
Googleplex: Why Philosophy Won't Go Away can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form
which is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read
this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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