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Making a Promised Land examines the interconnected histories of African American representation, urban

life, and citizenship as documented in still and moving images of Harlem over the last century. Paula J.

Massood analyzes how photography and film have been used over time to make African American culture

visible to itself and to a wider audience and charts the ways in which the “Mecca of the New Negro” became

a battleground in the struggle to define American politics, aesthetics, and citizenship. Visual media were first

used as tools for uplift and education. With Harlem’s downturn in fortunes through the 1930s, narratives of

black urban criminality became common in sociological tracts, photojournalism, and film. These narratives

were particularly embodied in the gangster film, which was adapted to include stories of achievement,

economic success, and, later in the century, a nostalgic return to the past. Among the films discussed are

Fights of Nations (1907), Dark Manhattan (1937), The Cool World (1963), Black Caesar (1974), Malcolm X

(1992), and American Gangster (2007). Massood asserts that the history of photography and film in Harlem

provides the keys to understanding the neighborhood’s symbolic resonance in African American and

American life, especially in light of recent urban redevelopment that has redefined many of its physical and

demographic contours.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Ackley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-Century
Photography and Film. Try to stumble through book Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-Century
Photography and Film as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Rose Hilton:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by surrounding. One
thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yeah, by reading a
reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. In your case who want
to start reading the book, we give you that Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-Century
Photography and Film book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just
a book.

Amanda Doss:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of
them is this Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-Century Photography and Film.

Lynn Bailey:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Making a Promised Land: Harlem in
Twentieth-Century Photography and Film that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you



who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Making a Promised Land: Harlem in Twentieth-
Century Photography and Film become your own starter.
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