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Simon Heffer's new book forms an ambitious exploration of the making of the Victorian age and the
Victorian mind.

Britain in the 1840s was a country wracked by poverty, unrest and uncertainty, where there were attempts to
assassinate the Queen and her prime minister, and the ruling class lived in fear of riot and revolution. By the
1880s it was a confident nation of progress and prosperity, transformed not just by industrialisation but by
new attitudes to politics, education, women and the working class. That it should have changed so radically
was very largely the work of an astonishingly dynamic and high-minded group of people – politicians and
philanthropists, writers and thinkers – who in a matter of decades fundamentally remade the country, its
institutions and its mindset, and laid the foundations for modern society.

It traces the evolution of British democracy and shows how early laissez-faire attitudes to the lot of the less
fortunate turned into campaigns to improve their lives and prospects. It analyses the birth of new attitudes to
education, religion and science. And it shows how even such aesthetic issues as taste in architecture were
swept in to broader debates about the direction that the country should take. In the process, Simon Heffer
looks at the lives and deeds of major politicians, from the devout and principled Gladstone to the
unscrupulous Disraeli; at the intellectual arguments that raged among writers and thinkers such as Matthew
Arnold, Thomas Carlyle, and Samuel Butler; and at the 'great projects' of the age, from the Great Exhibition
to the Albert Memorial. Drawing heavily on previously unpublished documents, he offers a superbly
nuanced insight into life in an extraordinary era, populated by extraordinary people – and how our forebears’
pursuit of perfection gave birth to modern Britain.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Jennings:

The book High Minds: The Victorians and the Birth of Modern Britain can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a
book High Minds: The Victorians and the Birth of Modern Britain? Some of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you are able to share all of these. Book High Minds: The Victorians and the Birth of Modern Britain
has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous
world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Agnes Figueroa:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its
protect may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not
because fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be High Minds: The Victorians and
the Birth of Modern Britain why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Ann Gonzalez:

The book untitled High Minds: The Victorians and the Birth of Modern Britain contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If
you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Dexter Forsyth:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their hobby.
They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading really.
Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah,
it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this time, many ways to get
whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this High Minds:
The Victorians and the Birth of Modern Britain can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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