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Michel Gobat deftly interweaves political, economic, cultural, and diplomatic history to analyze the reactions
of Nicaraguans to U.S. intervention in their country from the heyday of Manifest Destiny in the
mid–nineteenth century through the U.S. occupation of 1912–33. Drawing on extensive research in
Nicaraguan and U.S. archives, Gobat accounts for two seeming paradoxes that have long eluded historians of
Latin America: that Nicaraguans so strongly embraced U.S. political, economic, and cultural forms to defend
their own nationality against U.S. imposition and that the country’s wealthiest and most Americanized elites
were transformed from leading supporters of U.S. imperial rule into some of its greatest opponents.

Gobat focuses primarily on the reactions of the elites to Americanization, because the power and identity of
these Nicaraguans were the most significantly affected by U.S. imperial rule. He describes their adoption of
aspects of “the American way of life” in the mid–nineteenth century as strategic rather than wholesale.
Chronicling the U.S. occupation of 1912–33, he argues that the anti-American turn of Nicaragua’s most
Americanized oligarchs stemmed largely from the efforts of U.S. bankers, marines, and missionaries to
spread their own version of the American dream. In part, the oligarchs’ reversal reflected their anguish over
the 1920s rise of Protestantism, the “modern woman,” and other “vices of modernity” emanating from the
United States. But it also responded to the unintended ways that U.S. modernization efforts enabled peasants
to weaken landlord power. Gobat demonstrates that the U.S. occupation so profoundly affected Nicaragua
that it helped engender the Sandino Rebellion of 1927–33, the Somoza dictatorship of 1936–79, and the
Sandinista Revolution of 1979–90.
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From reader reviews:

James Barclay:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for people. The book Confronting the American Dream: Nicaragua under U.S.
Imperial Rule (American Encounters/Global Interactions) has been making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book
Confronting the American Dream: Nicaragua under U.S. Imperial Rule (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book Confronting
the American Dream: Nicaragua under U.S. Imperial Rule (American Encounters/Global Interactions). You
never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Geneva Ricks:

The e-book untitled Confronting the American Dream: Nicaragua under U.S. Imperial Rule (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of
the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the
information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of
Confronting the American Dream: Nicaragua under U.S. Imperial Rule (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

David McKenney:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You will
see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to you is
Confronting the American Dream: Nicaragua under U.S. Imperial Rule (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all
of you.

Steven Miller:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Confronting the American



Dream: Nicaragua under U.S. Imperial Rule (American Encounters/Global Interactions) which is having the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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